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HOUSE — No. 2899 [January 2005]

In the Year Two Thousand and Five.

AN ACT REGARDING NURSING HOME PRE-ADMISSION COUNSELING.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General

Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:
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Section 9 of Chapter one hundred and eighteen E is hereby
amended by adding at the end thereof the following new lan-
guage:—

All persons seeking admission to a long term care facility bed
paid for by MassHealth shall have a pre-admission counseling for
nursing home eligibility, which shall include an assessment of
community-based service options. Admission to a long term care
facility bed paid for by MassHealth shall be predicated on a
finding by the division, through the pre-admission counseling
process, that community-based services appropriate to the needs
of the individual are either inadequate or unavailable in sufficient
amount or scope to maintain the individual in the community. All
persons seeking a long term care facility bed on a private pay
basis shall be offered said pre-admission counseling on a volun-
tary basis. For the purpose of this section, all said pre-admission
counseling shall be conducted by the executive office of elder
affairs, or its subcontractors. The division shall report to the
general court on an annual basis the number of diversions to the
community generated by this pre-admission counseling program,
so-called.
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